GEORGIAN PORTRAITS
" Space means nothing apart from our perception of objects
and time means nothing apart from our perception of events."
He brings the moon nearer to us by saying that if we could
take a journey in a rocket capable of travelling at the rate of
seven miles a second, we should reach it in two days ! And he
gives us an idea of the age of the earth by telling us to " take a
postage-stamp and stick it on to a penny. Now climb Cleo-
patra's Needle and lay the penny flat, postage-stamp uppermost,
on top of the obelisk. The height of the whole structure may
be taken to represent the time that has elapsed since the earth
was born. On this scale the thickness of the penny and postage-
stamp together represents the time that man has lived on earth.
The thickness of the postage-stamp represents the time he has
been civilized, die thickness of the penny representing the time
he has lived in an uncivilized state. Now stick another postage-
stamp on top of the first to represent the next 10,000 years of
civilization and go on sticking postage-stamps until you have a
pile as high as Mont Blanc. Even now the pile forms an in-
adequate representation of the length of the future which, so
far as astronomy can see, probably stretches before civilized
humanity unless an accident cuts it short."
But even so, just as the longest day comes at last to an end,
those countless millions of days will pass, leaving this abode of
our hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, loves and hates, a desolate
frozen waste in which all life has ceased to exist and then, as
Dr. Inge wrote, "Who can measure the duration of the sleep
of dead worlds, in cold and darkness, till a new cycle begins for
them >"
Sir James offers no theories as to the meaning of life; he
has discovered no Elysian Fields in which, if we have passed
our probation with honours, we may hope to spend eternity,
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